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SELECTED LETTEES FROM THE LETTEK-BOOK OP 
RICHABD HOCKLEY, OP PHILADELPHIA, 1739-1742. 

Charles Town, Feb'? 3 rd 1739 
D R SlR 

The last time I did my self tlie Honour to write you was 
by M r Robert Ellis whom I hope is with you ere now and 
by him inform'd you of what little business I had trans- 
acted till that time, and since is so very trifling that unless 
something unexpected shoud turn out I don't know what to 
think of it and am quite tired out with so indolent a Life. 
Since my last to you two Sloops arrived from New York 
which brought a thousand barr s of Flour besides other Pro- 
visions which has brought the price down to 50/ p C* for 
Flour and all my Ship bread is still in Store which hope 
will be wanted in the Spring, tho' Cap 4 Barnes is every day 
expected from your place laden'd with Provisions and is to 
come Consigned to M r Cooper who has taken care to ac- 
quaint the People of it, the Flour sent from Newyork is 
by order of some Merchants from Holland to their Factors 
there in order to have Rice shipt them home from hence, and 
as it is their orders the Newyorkers comply with it knowing 
at the same time they must be loosers and several Merch*" 
has wrote from hence, if they send any more they will not 
pay the Freight and say they never knew the place so 
stock'd with provisions ever since their Memory. 

Rice now is at 35/ and coud purchase a considerable 
quantity at that price tho the Planters are resolv'd to send 
no more to town 'till a better price offers and unless Ship- 
ping should come in which at present is exceeding scarce 
and Freight very high, which is always the Case upon these 
occasions they will be at a loss what to do with it and 'tis 
remarkable when this Country Produce is low provisions of 
VOL. XXVII. — 20 



306 Letters from Letter-Book of Richard Hockley, 1789-1743. 

all sorts from the Northward is so to, though more so this 
Year on account of the vast quantity imported this Year 
and some has been sent from Rhode Island and Boston I 
mean Flour which is very surprizing and is in the hands of 
a good many People old settlers here which is another dis- 
advantage Strangers are under for acquaintance will buy 
one of the other provided they are served as cheap by them 
and the Commoditys as good. 

Gen 1 Oglethorpe has sent an Express to town of the great 
Feats he had done in taking a Spanish Fort within 15 
miles of Augustine and some of his Flatterers has pass'd 
Enconiums on that occasion but how its received here you 
will see on the other side which is a paper just handed 
about and said to be wrote by one of the Assembly, and 
the House is now sitting and warm debates arise whether 
they shall comply with the Genera 18 request or not in send- 
ing him an Aid of 300 white Men 200 Negroes and 1000 
Indians which will cost this Province by a Calculation made 
by a Comittee of the House £110,000 Currency and 'tis 
believ'd they will send them. I wish they may for they 
must carry a good quantity of Provisions with them to 
supply so many Men, tis believ'd if they do comply with 
this request M r Oglethorpe will succeed in his attempt for 
we understand by one of the Spanish Prisoners that they 
have not above three months provisions in the Fort for the 
Souldiers and if the place is beseiged the Inhabitants must 
of course take refuge in the Fort and by that means wou'd 
soon starve them out and make 'em surrender — two or 
three days ago we had a Spanish prize brought in (a little 
New Sloop laden'd with Sugars and Tobacco) esteemed to 
be worth £2000 Sterling which is the third since I have 
been here and several very valuable ones has been carried 
into Providence so that they do now and then pick a little 
from the Spaniards and I hope your Privateer will come in 
for a Share which I shall be glad to hear. 

M r "Whitefield arrived here this day Month and tarry'd 
three days and preach'd twice in the Presbeterian Meeting 
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and once in the French Church heing denied the Commis- 
sary's Pulpit, he is applauded but by few and Condemn'd 
by a great many, however he does not much care for them 
for I heard him say one night at a Merchants house he had 
no great opinion of the place and as little of the People 
however he has sett paper Warr on foot here as you will 
see by the Gazetts I herewith send you, he speaks much in 
Favour of Philadelphia its Constitution and behaviour of 
the People and told me he intended to imbark in his Sloop 
for that place in April from hence and likewise of his in- 
tention to settle a small town with some Familys of the 
Methodists that he expected would come from England, 
and very pleasantly told all the Company of the dispute he 
had with M r Peters or rather of M r Peters attacking him as 
soon as he came out of the Pulpitt and if I have a right 
account of the Case M r Peters did not succeed so well as I 
could wish in the opinion of a good many of his Friends 
there, Mr. Whitefields Sloop sails this day from hence 
laden'd with Bricks to build the Orphan House, and the 
Captain tells me he has since his arrival at Georgia taken 
thirty poor Children into his House and provides them 
with all neeessarys and instructs them himself untill the 
house is built. 

This you will receive Via Newyork the Vessell that in- 
tended for your place not sailing this six days and by that 
conveyance shall send the Gazetts I mentioned and having 
an immediate opportunity and a desire to comply with your 
orders in writing by every opportunity is the reason I send 
this before them and indeed did not know of this Vessells 
sailing till just now. Be pleased Sir to present my humble 
respects to M r Freame M rB Freame and Master Tommy and 
kind love to Nanny and Sammy and excuse this trouble and 
believe me to be with all Respect 

Hon 4 Sir 
Y r most obliged and obedient 
humble Servant 

R. H. 
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Charles Town Fet>«y 18* 1739. 
Hond Sib 

The above is eoppy of my last to you per Cap* Hinson 
and this you will receive per Cap* Cox a Vessell belonging 
to M r Wooddrop who has gott a Barrell of Cevie Oranges 
on board Markt PN°1 which I hope will prove good and 
beg your acceptance off. 

M r Bullards Snow is Arrived, on whom I am to ship 
three hundred barrels of Rice she will be ready to take in, 
in eight or ten days and have already advised M r Hyam of 
it, by a Vessell that sail'd yesterday and shall do the same 
by two other Vessells that will sail shortly and as he will be 
a judge what price Rice may fetch and knows the quantity 
thats generally in a barrel have left the Insurance entirely 
to his discretion and only given him an Account of the 
quantity and the time of the Vessels sailing, which will be 
the middle of next month at farthest. 

Flour and Bread sells miserably slow and very low, and 
indeed they have now no occasion for the supply as formerly 
for by a moderate calculation they lost eight hundred white 
people in the last Sickness and instead of its encreasing di- 
minishes dayly and will more so if the People keep their 
resolutions of going to settle to the Northward and indeed 
the Climate is so changeable that we are freezing and 
melting two or three times a day and I am much more 
sensible of the cold here than when we have a severe winter 
with you and so farr from esteeming it a pleasant "Winter 
Country that I think it a very disagreable one, and was 
not one to putt on or pull of a Coat as the "Weather varies 
should run the risk of catching violent Colds and give me 
Pennsylvania to any Country I have seen yet. 

The little News that is stirring here is the latest and I 
believe genuine and perhaps may be new to you is the 
reason I communicate it. Cap* Warren returned the other 
day from his Cruize and spoke with a Vessell that was 
going home and was to carry the News of Porto Bello 
being taken, and Cap' Crosthwaite Master of Bullards 
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Snow fell in with Admiral Ogles small fleet consisting of 
four Men of Warr one of whom was Cap* "Wyndham with 
three fire Ships and two bombketches just off Antegua 
they were Steering for Jamaica but cou'd not learn on 
what account but 'tis believed here they are going to 
Attack the Havannah. Cap* Whitefield brother to M r 
Whitefield arrived here yesterday from Bristoll in nine 
"Weeks who informs us the Parliament was setting and de- 
sired strennuously that his Majesty woud not accept of any 
Mediation that the french shoud offer unless the Spaniards 
woud give up the searching of our Vessels which it seems 
they much insist on, and that it was the General Opinion 
we shoud have Warr with France, also that a Spanish Man 
of Warr of fifty Guns had taken fourteen Sail of English 
Vessels off the Coast of Ireland one of which was bound to 
your place with eighty Welsh People and has carried them 
to the Coracoas to learn to splutter Spanish, one of Admi- 
ral Ogles Ships was sent after them and was obliged to re- 
turn being disabled by a hard Gale of "Wind which carried 
his Foremast away by the Board and Cap* Whitefield took 
up the Sails and Bigging and brought them in here and 
says orders were immediately despatch'd to the "West Indies 
if not too late for the Men of "Warr to intercept them and 
take the poor Welsh Folks back again and Convoy 'em to 
your Capes which I wish may so happen, likewise that a sixty 
Gun ship laden'd with ammunition and well Man'd with 
Soldiers was to Sail soon after him for Frederica in Georgia 
with a design as 'tis thought to take Augustine which is 
very lucky for the People here who have Voted £120,000 
this currency for the General to assist him and only wait 
the return of the Express to know the Generals answer and 
realy they have done exceeding well and it will shew the 
General they have some regard for him and his projects, 
this sum is to be raised by a publick tax which they can't 
well bear their Bice bearing so low a price and having a 
considerable sum besides to raise to pay off the Publicks 
Debts, 'tis to be paid in. six Years and bills of Credit 
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amongst the Merchants is to be the Cash if the Gen 1 ap- 
proves of the Sum which 'tis thought he will. 

I flatter'd myself this Expedition if carried on would have 
been of some Service to me in the disposal of my Cargo but 
I since understand they design to feed them with rice and 
Indian Corn &c. and what provisions is bought is to be on a 
twelve months Credit and that at the lowest rate so that 
when I shall dispose of this Cargo appears to me at present 
impossible to tell however I do my part amongst them and 
I believe as well as any and am now about bartering away 
one hundred barrels of Flour for Rice and shall I believe 
agree with the Man after consulting M r Watson about it. 
Rice is now at thirty five shillings per Cent which is a very 
low price and indeed the Merchants can't afford to give a 
better price since freights is so very high four pounds ten 
shillings to Holland and £3.15 to London per tonn which 
Sum I give with another Merchant and load the Yessell be- 
tween us, and imagine ourselves well ofi', for here is but 
very few Vessells in the Harbour and lately come in who 
insist and stand out four pounds per tonn for London and 
'tis believ'd they will gett it so that if they arrive safe 
they will make very great Voyages and if the Ships does 
not come in faster the Planters will be intirely demolish'd 
and shou'd there be Warr with france 'tis all over with this 
Country which is the opinion of most People here. I have 
sold but twenty barrels of Ship bread occasioned by the 
small quantity of Shipping here, and what does come meet 
with such dispatch that they need not any, however am 
still in hopes I shall gett it off, tho Barnes in the Snow that 
Cap* Bell loads is expected every day and am afraid that 
will be some hinderance as certainly it wiU, for I am certain 
in a month or two the Men of "Warr must want bread, and 
shall endeavour to stand some chance among them, altho 
there is now a good quantity in Town besides what I have 
gott, the Midling bread goes off but slowly and have dis- 
posed of about fifty barrels and if I agree with the Person 
as above shall have disposed of one half of my Flour and 
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shall think myself well off" if can dispose of the rest in the 
same time but am doubtfull of that success. 

Now Sir having advised you of all that I can conclude 
with my due respects to M r Freame his Lady and Master 
Freame and with all possible Esteem am 
D r Sir 

Tour most obliged Friend 
and obedient humb e Servant 

Richard Hockley. 

Be pleased Sir to remember my kind Love to Nanny 
and Sammy and Service to M r Peters. 

Barbados July 21. 1739 
Hond Sir 

This is the first opportunity that has presented and given 
me the pleasure to acquaint you of my Arrival to this Island 
on the 10 ft Instant after a passage of 28 days from the Cape 
and to a very indifferent market. 

On my Arrival I waited on the several Gentlemen with my 
Letters of recomm 11 and it was their opinion if I proceeded 
further I should fare no better and be detain'd a much 
longer time, Rum in Antegua being very dear & scarce any 
to be had and bills at T2-J p C*. I have disposed of 700 
barr" flour 180 barr 8 of bread but y 8 tierces as yet stick 
on hand, my Herrings I have not yet seen y° Yessell being 
not yet unloaded but if they prove good shall readily dis- 
pose of 'em. 

I believe I need not assure you of my Care and endeav- 
ours to make y* most of my Cargo and in all respects 
observe your orders, I have bespoke y e sweet meets and 
"Waters of M rs Mein and she promises they shall be extra- 
ordinary. I have not as yet seen any new Negroes, a Yes- 
sell from Guinea Arrived here 3 days ago but they not 
being in demand she Sail'd to y e Leeward. I shall remit 
your part of y e Cargo to M r Hyam in a bill of Exc g8 which 
may be had for 30 p C* and will answer much better than 
Rum as you must pay Comiss ns & other charges in Philad" 
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for y 8 sale here is not a Turtle to be had neither have I seen 
or heard of one since my Arrival but shall endeavour if 
possible to get one & bring with me which I hope won't be 
long. I have sent you a barrel of Limes which I beg your 
Exceptance of and with them should have sent some 
Oranges if there was any to be got, for M 1S Freame, this is 
not the Season for 'em, being not biger than a large lime 
nor wont be fitt to gather this 5 or 6 weeks. 

M r Knight & Oxley are extreamly Civil & serviceable to 
me from your kind recommend" and can't help saying I 
wish I was sufficient master of my pen to express y" grate- 
full sentiments of my Heart for all y e Obligations you have 
lay'd me under, and on all occasions shall endeavour to 
Convince you that I am what I subscribe myself with much 
sincerity 

D r S r 

Your most Obliged Friend 
& obedient hum 11 Serv* 

R. H. 
Please S r to present my humb e 
respects to M r F. his Lady and 
Master F. & Service to M r Peters. 

Philada Sep. 3 rd 1739 

M B Bernard Hannington 
Dear Sir 

By this conveyance I have the pleasure to acquaint you 
of my Arrival here on the 25 th Ultimo after a pleasant 
Passage of two and twenty days from Speights's which made 
amends for the flutter the Gust of "Wind put us in and oc- 
casion'd our departure sooner than expected having left a 
good deal of Freight behind us which I suppose was pleasing 
enough to OLD SOFORTH and you're sensible its an ill 
Wind that blows nobody good and beleive I may add the 
old Proverb Fools & Knaves have luck & the reverse of 
them only Chances. A few days before my Arrival "War 
was proclaim'd at our Court House and the Oovernour has 
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Commission to grant letters of Mark to any Persons that are 
willing to make Reprisals on the Spaniards but our Friendly 
Obadiahs being as obstinate as their Stiff will I believe lay 
up their Vessels, those that has any which will in some 
measure lessen the Navigation from this Port and give Per- 
sons of a more adventurous disposition an opportunity of 
getting a Grolden Chain or broken legg amongst which 
number will be our friend Sam Carpenter who intends in a 
few Weeks to sail for Jamaica whose prosperity I much 
wish, and am very merry with him about the Progress he 
will make in the Spanish Language and thereby become a 
Man of Letters shou'd he have the fortune to be carried to 
one of the Spanish Colleges as I call their Prisons. This 
Rumour of War has occasioned our Country Produce to 
rise very much and that in one day Rum from 2/1 a gallon 
to 2/8 and Sugars are from 40 to 50/ p Cent and the Mer- 
chants expect to sell yet higher, the People are very cau- 
tious in buying expecting it will lower, and how it will 
happen must Confess am no judge of however I wish now 
I had brought all my Effects in Rum & Sugar and that 
wou'd have occasioned my tarrying here this Winter, but 
as it is am resolved to venture out this fall again to some 
place or other where there's a probability of a Market. 

The inclosed letters for M r Bourke one of which I knew 
to be your writing and the other M r Devyn's I thought 
wou'd be agreable to you to have return'd he being sail'd 
a few days before my arrival for Lisbon and by that means 
disappoint inquisitive Persons from prying into other 
People's affairs which is often y e Case when y e Persons 
themselves are not present on the Spot, all your acquaint- 
ance are well as I suppose youl hear from the Cirls who 
told me they would write you and to whom referr you for 
particulars for they told me a Crack shou'd not be let without 
you knowing it, tho for fear of an Omission must inform 
you of Poor Col. Sharp's death a few days ago after keeping 
his room about three Weeks. 

Be pleased Sir to tender my best respects and Service to 
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all inquiring Friends particularly Cap* Game and believe me 
to be unfeign'dly 

Your obliged Friend, hum 6 Serv* & 
Wellwisher 

Rich" Hockley. 

Charles Town S° Caeolina Nov. 29 th 1739 
Hond Sir 

This is to acquaint you of my Arrival here on the 24 th 
Instant after an agreable passage of six days from the Capes, 
and the town is pretty healthy again the late Sickness having 
swept off a very great number of People of which were 
three hundred of the Militia belonging to this town the 
Principal officers of which make a very Elegant appearance 
and the whole Carried on in Compleat order and with a 
Martial Spirit they exercised about two days ago their 
Cannon by fireing at a Cask anchor'd in the bay about half a 
mile distant from the Fort and performed wonderfully well 
and seem not to value any Invasion from the Spaniards and 
took from them sometime ago three Pettiangers of no great 
Consequence. 

I must now inform you with much regrett the lowness of 
the Marketts here occasioned by a great quantity of Pro- 
visions already here before my arrival and what is worse the 
quantity that is coming from your place and New York 
from the latter is a young Gentleman settled here and has 
a Sloop once in six "Weeks from thence with about 250 
barr B flour and bread in Proportion and by that means com- 
mands the Markett for the People will always go to the last 
Cargo that Comes in he had one Arrived the day after us, 
but sells very slow. I have gott Stores for my Cargo about 
five of them and not so convenient as I could Wish being 
up in the Town the others on the Wharfs being taken up 
with rice of which there is a great Crop this Year and 
sells for forty shillings p Cent and freight to London is 
£3.10 and to Holland £3.15 for which place Cap* Piercy will 



Letters from Letter-Book of Richard Hoekley, 1739-174.®. 315 

sail as soon as possible. I have begun to Store some part 
of my Cargo which from the quantity makes an Alarm 
here and have been told I shall not be able to sell it here 
whilst good and when I shall have the pleasure to see you 
again I know not, however I have forwarded my Letter to 
Gen 1 Oglethorp by an Ensign belonging to his Camp two 
days ago who says the G-en 1 only "Waits to hear of Warr 
being proclaim'd and then he will attack Augustine which 
he longs much to be at and he believes will want some Pro- 
visions. 

I gave my letter to M°Kenzie M r "Watson being not yet 
arrived who promises to do me any Service he can in recom- 
mending his friends to me but withal told me he did not 
much understand that branch of trade and that night went 
out of town and I have not seen him since he recommended 
me to lodge at one M r Bullards a correspondent of M r Law- 
rences and the greatest dealer in Provisions the Man is ex- 
ceeding kind to me and is at present seeing my Goods got 
into the Stores one of which I had of him I being at present 
troubled with an Inflamation in my throat and a small 
fever so that I can't without much difficulty and great pain 
swallow anything but hope it will soon go over being not 
able to look after my business my self which gives me much 
Concern and makes me very uneasy. I have sent an adver- 
tisement to be put in the G-azett of what Provisions I have 
and where to be mett with and when it comes out shall see 
if it is of any Service I have only sold four barr s of flour 
and them to two of the principle bakers here for a tryall 
and if they like it shall have their Custom I believe, bread 
is in no demand at all being a great quantity before I came 
and two of the Men of "Warr are out a Cruizing and that 
here is already supply'd for sometime. 

Mr. Crumby Attorney Gen 1 of this place told me that 
Cap' Townsend Cap* of a Man of Warr and Son to Lord 
Townsend Treasurer receiv'd a letter the beginning of Oct r 
last from a Person of Quality who writes him that there 
was positively a twenty Gun Ship stationed for Delaware 
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Bay at the Instance of S r Charles Wager which I am much 
pleased to hear and cou'd not omitt this paragraph though 
undoubtedly you know it before this can reach you and 
pray it may find you with M r Freame his Lady Master 
Freame &c. all in Health and wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year and am 

Hon 4 Sir 

E. H. 

P.S. Pray Sir excuse my importuning you for a line by 
the first Conveyance Flour £3. S. B. £3. M. B. £5. 

Chaeles Town Dec 1 12 th 1739. 
Hon d Sir 

The above is Coppy of what I wrote you by Cap' Barnes 
in the Snow Polly and this you will receive Via STewyork 
to acquaint you of my being very well recover'd of my late 
Indisposition and that all my Cargo is safely stored and am 
afraid will remain so for some time here being no demand 
at present for any Provisions, and the free trade to Augus- 
teen being stopt is a very great detriment to the Sale of 
Flour because what is imported must be expended here and 
in course lowers the price, the Bakers who are the principle 
purchasers knows this and goes from one Store to the other 
to see where they can buy cheapest, and Dealers in pro- 
visions already feel the Effects of not trading with the 
Spaniards for by sending off 7 or 800 barr 8 of Flour and 
bread in a glutt here presently raised the prices of what was 
left and by tbat means induced purchasers to buy up very 
readily and give better prices than they now do. The two 
Bakers I mentioned in my former who had a tryal of my 
flour like it very well butt offer but 50/ a hundred, to one 
of them I sold sixty barrels for fifty two and six pence, the 
other would not give it and went to M r Wragg and bought 
fifty barr" at his own price and he sold two hundred barr 8 
of Ship bread to the Man of Warr for fifty shillings a hun- 
dred which I am positive there must be a loss on. Paynters 
Cargo was consigned to him who arrived here three days 
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ago and Cap* Goodman is hourly expected who will bring a 
great quantity of Provisions with him and am certain from 
the quantity that is here a good deal must perish before it 
can be Consumed. I know Sir this can be no pleasing 
account to you and as to my part I am so much chagrined 
that I am positive I shall not enjoy one days ease whilst I 
am here it's very unfortunate and provoking to lay out ones 
Money and come here to sell ones Commoditys for a Loss, 
nay I need not say sell unless times shou'd mend and at 
present there is but a very indifferent prospect. M r Watson 
arrived here three days ago and I waited on him he has 
brought in a large quantity of Goods and at present is very 
busy in Opening them but promises to do me all the Ser- 
vice he can with his best advice and was surprized when I 
told him the quantity of Provisions I had brought and in- 
timated that the half was full enough at one time for he 
observ'd very justly that so large a quantity being imported 
at once made the bakers very indifferent about buying and 
every Person that has Mour to sell is very willing to sell it 
almost at any rate and I find they are govern'd where they 
can buy cheapest. 

I am told by several Persons that I think I may de- 
pend upon that there is now and was indeed before I came 
a great quantity of Provisions in this place and I am sure I 
feel the Effects on it for the chief part is in a retail way 
and I have not sold above twelve Casks single since my 
Arrival and yet they count this the most brisk part of the 
year as the planters come to Town with their Rice and pur- 
chase Provisions to keep Christmas with, but they complain 
of the lowness of the price given for Rice which indeed is 
a glutt as well as Provisions and might be purchased for 
37/6 p. hundred at present and will be lower it is believ'd 
unless Vessels shou'd come in faster, of which there is such 
a scarcity that every Person that can Charters a Ship as soon 
as she arrives here and they are afraid they shall want Yes- 
sells to ship of this years Crop which is very considerable 
they reckon above one hundred thousand barrels has been 
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made this Year which will take near two hundred Sail to 
carry it off. I shall endeavour Sir with the best advice I 
can gett to act agreable to the Confidence you have reposed 
in me but realy things at present appear with such an aspect 
that I am much discouraged and am afraid must tarry here 
much longer than you intended I shoud perhaps you may 
Imagine I want to return sooner than the Nature of the 
affair can admitt of after complaining in this manner and 
being here so short a time, but I shall be very agreably 
disappointed if what I have related and am apprehensive 
of with regard to the Sale shoud turn out anything like 
what you Expected and my Endeavours and attendance I 
am sure will not be wanting. 

I have said all that is at present needfull and am much 
Concern'd it is not in my power to give a more pleasing 
account nor have the good fortune to serve you and myself 
agreable to my desire, but this is still complaining though 
very Justly and as I can't at present be more Entertaining 
shall conclude with Wishes for your Wellfare with the 
whole Family to whom please to tender my best regards 
and believe me to be with all Imaginable Esteem 

Hon 4 Sir 

Your &c. 
B. H. 

Chaeles Town April 9 th 1740 
Hon d Sie 

I have now both your Favours before me received by 
Cap* : Stedman and Barnes and as both of them breathes 
nothing but good Wishes and a Concern for my Welfare of 
which I am truely sensible and want Expressions to inter- 
pret the Sentiments of my gratefull Heart on all occasions 
to convince you how much I think it my Duty to retaliate 
as much as in my Power lyes your kind Benefactions and 
Paternal Affection shall endeavour to act in all respects so 
as to give you Pleasure and satisfaction and since I have 
been brought up under your ^Protection can truely say my 
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Heart is knitt to you in a much stronger manner than per- 
haps it might have been by Kindred blood, for you cou'd 
have no inducement to behave in this manner to poor 
Fatherless Children but from your sincere profession of 
Friendship which is a perfect Example for us all to walk by 
and pray God my brothers & Sister may have the same due 
Sense of it that I have which I have no reason to think the 
Contrary of at present but as they grow up will have a 
much greater. 

I observe the care you have taken and Concern for me 
in behalf of the Widow and as it all is done to promote my 
Happiness return you my hearty thanks and as I had no 
reason by her behaviour the time I was there to dislike 
your proposal have wrote her a few lines, and as now I can 
truly say if she had ten times as much & coud not expect to 
be happy, I mean as farr as it is consistent in this Life woud 
be no Inducement to me to have her, or the greatest For- 
tune alive, and if she and I shoud not agree, I coud do no 
less than write to her out of good manners, If I had no 
other Inducement for by what little I have seen she is de- 
serving of Eespect, and as you justly retort upon me from my 
frequent complaints to you w th regard to disappoint* 3 Justly 
observe the trouble we take to gett a little Money, (which may 
well be term'd y* Dust of y° Earth and Serpents Curse unless 
proper means are used to procure it and done when properly 
apply'd) is to make us easy, and therefore if disappointed 
shou'd bear it patiently, as it is at most only the means of 
making us so, and nothwethstand* I sum'd up all the reason 
I was Master of, and reflected on having so true a friend as 
yourself, that would do all y e Services you coud not having 
the proper watch over myself, the Devil took y* advantage 
and flung me into dispair even to make away with self, I 
know this Ace' will shock you and what you little Expected, 
for when I have the pleasure of seeing you I shall give you 
a true description of the several attempts that I made, and 
how God has been Graciously pleased to deal w' h my Soul 
in not suffering y* attempts to succeed, and am certain has 
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given me a very different turn of Mind, as you will see by 
my letters to M r & M™ Freame to which I refer you. 

I have now almost brought my affairs to a Conclusion 
and expect to sail in a Sloop that comes from Georgia in 
fourteen days, and it is impossible to think Sir the difficulty 
unless you was acquainted with y* Nature of the Place, 
however it is done as well as I possible cou'd and as soon 
even to Mess™ Watson & M°Kenzie surprize I wrote a letter 
to Sam Carpenter since I was here and have reced an an- 
swer from him, and am now treating about a Schooner to 
carry off some of the Flour agreable to Watson & M°Ken- 
zie's advice and if we cant agree shall deliver y e remaining 
part of the Cargo to them make y e best of it which I am 
convinced they Will if this Vessell that brings you this 
woud have staid but ten days longer I believe I cou'd 
have made a Shift to have Come in her, but however 
hope two or three Weeks will make no difference and 
have Comply'd with your orders hitherto to return as 
soon as I can. 

I have purchased three fine young Slaves for you, the best 
that has been here allow'd by proper Judges, but gave some- 
thing more than what they were formerly sold at, because 
y e Assembly have made an Act in order to prevent y e im- 
portation of such great quantitys of Negroes, and is to last 
for three years 'tis true they have not Power to hinder such 
a Branch of Trade so very considerable, but it is done in 
this Manner, the Purchasers are to pay for every Man and 
Woman Slave into the Treasurers hands one hundred pound 
duty a head, and that w th ready Money and it is but here 
and there one that can Command it so that they are pretty 
certain this will be an Effectual prohibition. Gen 1 Ogle- 
thorpe was here three weeks ago and y e Council has Com- 
plyed with his demand and accordingly Volunteers were 
beat up for and they have got their Complement which is 
four hundred, such as they are, poor Souls many of them 
had better be sent to an Hospitall, Mess" Yanderdussen and 
Thomas Wright an old acquaintance of yours in England, 
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the former goes Collonel and y* other Comissary and are to 
set out in six days on the Expedition. 

I have shipt 300 Barr s of Rice to London on your and 
brothers Account and have sent M r Hyam duplicates by two 
other Vessels that sail'd about the same time which was the 
latter end of March the freight at £3.15 per ton and now at 
this time they ask £4.10, which will never answer M r "Wat- 
son took up a little Brig the other day for Bristol and gives 
£4 and is in some doubt whether he shall save himself for 
he is a nice Calculator, there is no such thing as bills of 
Exchange to be had nor Skins and I have gott some Money 
by me and what I expect to receive in a day or two that 
would purchase about one hundred Barr" more coud I gett 
freight to Holland if I cant must do as well as I can, and at 
present no Vessels in the Harbour to load, Except one and 
the Captain asks £5 to London & believe he will gett it. I 
shall look out for a peice of Silk for M™ Frame that I think 
will please her and bring you all the Laws of this place that 
are publish'd and now Conclude with my sincere Prayers 
for your Health and Happiness in this Life and Everlasting 
Enjoyment of that which is to come and am with all pos- 
sible Esteem, Hon'd Sir 

Your most Affect*" & obliged Eriend 
and humble Servant 

R, H. 

I had almost forgott to return you my thanks for the beer 
you was so kind to send me, and think 'tis very good. 

Philad* June 8 th 1740. 

M K Bernakd Hannington 
D. Sib 

Inclosed you have Invoice and Bill of Loading for some 
provisions and Lumber as specified therein which I hope 
will come safe to your hands and to a good Markett. I 
have taken the liberty to trouble you with this small Con- 
signment, and if you can at any time give me any Encour- 
agement don't in the least doubt but I can ship more 
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largely to you, if you approve of it, and can truly say I 
shoud be very glad to keep up a Correspondence with you 
in this way, if there is any prospect of Advantage, the 
Flour is of the best sort & do assure you cost me six pence 
per Cent, as I shall always send the best of every kind, but 
it will sell when others will not. I am in hopes this 
Adventure will in some measure make amends for my last 
bad Voyage to Carolina, from where I returned a fortnight 
ago, and there receiv'd a letter from you which was for- 
warded to me, and was glad to hear of your Wellfare. I 
understand you heard of my Death as 'twas said and 
friendly sympathized thereat but blessed be God I am still 
alive, I hope to prepare my self for so awfull but certain 
Change, and to have some more Converse with you, if not 
in person by these silent Messengers, by whom we can con- 
vey our thoughts, without being over heard, and I hope in 
time to our Mutual Advantage, I take the Liberty to 
recommend my friend Francis Richardson to you, who has 
sent a small Adventure by this same Conveyance he is a 
very Worthy young Quaker and don't doubt but you will 
Comply with his orders as soon as the affair will admit off. 
"When you have disposed of my small Cargo, I desire 
you woud ship me by the first Conveyance 8 Barr s of good 
Sugar such as you pretty well know will suit our Markett 
and 4 Barr" of Lump Sugar in Barrels the best you can 
gett, and the rest in good pleasant tasted and well proof 'd 
Rum, all which I have reason to believe you will Comply 
with, for you are sensible quick Remittance is the Spring 
and Life of Business. I cant pass over in Silence to you 
the surprizing Change and alteration I see in the People of 
this Place since that Shining Light the Rev d M r Whitefield 
has been amongst 'em who no doubt you have heard of, 
Religion is the Topick of Conversation and they all have it 
much in their mouths pray Cod it may sink deep into 
their Hearts so as to Influence their Actions and Conversa- 
tion, make them good Neighbours and sincere Friends, 
which I know you will say Amen to, I have heard him 



Letters from Letter-Book of Richard Hockley, 1739-174.®. 323 

several times here & in S° Carolina and had several private 
Conversations with him, he appears to me to be a very 
sincere person Zealous for his Masters Cause, and justly 
admired for his Elegant though plain Language and easy 
to be understood, and for the Serious Vein of Piety that 
runs through all his Exhortations crowded after by Multi- 
tudes tho much traduced by some who have no true Sense 
of Religion, he is endeavouring to reclaim a wicked Vicious 
and Sinfull Age, and that with great Authority and Cour- 
age, and must own to you I never heard of or saw his 
Fellow. 

All your acquaintance as farr as I know are very well, 
Miss Peggy Rogers is Married to an old Man a Mate of a 
Vessell, M r Bishop is in the Sherifs Custody at Burlington 
for Debt, poor unhappy Man he has brought his Pigs to a 
fine Markett pray give my Respects to all that ask after 
me, and shall be glad of a line from you by the first oppor- 
tunity and with much sincerity assure you that I am with 
great Regard 

D. Sir 

Your Eriend & "Wellwisher 

Rich" Hockley. 
Per y 9 Sloop Encrease") 

Cap* "W m Darrell j 

Philada Sep* 10 th 1740 

M E John Watson 
Dear Sir 

I reced from M r Hair both your favours and am much 
concern'd to see one, on so disagreable a Subject as the 
last Hours and death of my little favourite dear Jemmy 
and sincerely Condole with you on the Loss of the little 
Innocent Amuser, but thrice happy Babe, I am conscious 
if I go on shall awaken your Paternal affection which I 
have great reason to hope is by this time through calm 
reflection and Submission to divine Providence in some 
measure lull'd asleep and from the Subject of your letter 
am extreamly pleased to find your resolution still strength- 
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ens and withal affords matter of real Comfort, Solace and 
Joy in the Meditation of a retired hour, free from the anx- 
ious Care and hurry of a giddy "World, having an Eye that 
is single and minding the one thing needfull a Serious and 
proper reflection and Meditation on our Pardon and how 
that was ohtain'd through the death and Sufferings of the 
Author and Pinisher of our Paith this I know woud appear 
absurd to numbers of Persons who must have a Mathemati- 
cal demonstration or else it's not consistent with their great 
"Wisdom and reason and would endeavour to oversett all 
Internal Eevelation, but these are the Men whose Heads 
outrun their Hearts and passions support their Conceits 
and as you very justly observe if we contend within our- 
selves till all agree we may be usher'd into Eternity before 
our thoughts are placed on the proper object, but if we 
believe the Gospell we must acknowledge our Spirits may 
be brought to a Standard and without Enthusiasm say that 
the Doctrine the great reformer M r ~W. is inculcating of the 
Spirit of God being felt is true, if our blessed Lords report 
is true for I think he speaks to the Apostle in this wise, yet 
a little while and ye see me, and yet a little while and you 
see me no more which gave them much uneasiness till 
he explain'd himself more clearly for says he, it is needfull 
that I go away and send you another Comforter even the 
Holy Ghost that shall lead you into all truth and yet the 
Doctrine of the Spirit of God is burlesqued in an Age of 
Infidelity, may you dear Sir with self and all sincere Seek- 
ers be made partakers of that most blessed "Witness within 
us and know our Hearts and Affections to be changed and 
thoroughly renovated, then will all discord strife and Emu- 
lation cease, & let come what will come neither Princi- 
pality nor powers on Earth be able to shake us, nor rob us 
of that peace which passeth humane Understanding is my 
hearty desires and prayers. I come now to observe what 
you say with respect to the Goods I left in your hands and 
observe the flour was almost sold, a large quantity of bread 
remaining still which I hope you will endeavour to dispose 
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of as soon as possible, bread here is very scarce occasioned 
by the great quantity bespoke for by the Agents here for 
supplying the Navy in Jamaica and am certain you can't 
have much from hence this Winter, when all sold and the 
Cash reced you intend to remitt the proceeds to M r Hyam 
which will do very well and hope you will be able to gett 
the money for M r Thomas "Wrights bill directly as that was 
paid to me as ready Cash, I have wrote him a few lines 
which I beg you wou'd be pleased to deliver him, I have 
receiv'd the two waiters and am obliged to you for send g 
them and must beg the favour of you to send me 6 burga- 
mott Snuff boxes if you can gett them 'tis to oblige a 
Gentleman here and a friend of mine or else I would not 
trouble you with these trifles, and pay for the waiters and 
them out of the money M r "Wright shall pay you because 
that is no concern of M r Penns who gives his Service to you 
& thanks you for buying the Turtle you intended to send 
if opportunity had presented. 

Please to give my kind respects to M rs Watson and 
have sent her a few bottles of Gooseberry which I beg her 
acceptance of and wishing you both what is truly desirable 
I remain with much Esteem 
D r Sir 

Tour most obliged fr a & well Wisher 

Rich d Hockley. 

Philada Nov 1 29 th 1740 
Per Ship Friendship Cap* Vettery 

M E Jn° Watson 
D K Sir 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of yours per Cap' 
Lindsey with Ace' Sales of the Bread & flour left in your 
hands except five barrels of Flour and eight barrels of 
bread (two of y° latter you was to have from M r Lampton 
which by mistake went to his Store) more which I have an 
account of and at your leisure be pleased to examine into it, 
I observe what you say with regard to remitting to M r Tho s 
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Hyam which is well and hope shortly you may gett what is 
outstanding to send with it and please to let it he mentioned 
2/3 on Account of John Thomas and Richard Penn Bsq rs 
and onethird on my account and when you receive the 
money from M r Wright which is my own be pleased to send 
the same to M r Hyam for my particular Account. Inclosed 
you have bill of Loading for a barrel of Flour and box of 
Candles which hope will please amounting to £4.2.4 our 
Currency the flour is extraordinary and M r Wragg bought 
eighteen barrels for his own use at the same price, the 
Candles come high therefore would send you but one box 
on tryal if you like them and the price I can easily send 
you some every fall, I am much obliged to you for your 
readyness to do me any little favour, and you just mention 
the burgamott Snuff boxes and that is all, not whether you 
could gett any, or had sent any, and so remain just where 
they are. 

I heartily wish you with M rs Watson much Joy of the 
New Born babe, pray Cod to spare his Life and may he 
become New born indeed which will give you much peace 
and Comfort, nay every Satisfaction that is truely desireable, 
and may he live to pay his last Duty to you in attending 
your bodys to be entomb'd in the silent grave when old Age 
calls you hence. 

You can't think what secret satisfaction I have when I 
peruse that part of your letter relating to M r W — d and 
that you resolved by Cods help unprejudiced to search the 
Scriptures and by that means become more acquainted with 
his Doctrine notwithstanding the Malicious shams & Opin- 
ions of the World with respect to him, and as I believe you 
have an high opinion of him, and doubt not in time please 
Cod to spare your life it will redound to your Service and 
his deserved Merit, and as I can in some measure unfold to 
you the rise of that most Infamous base report you have 
heard concerning him I shall do it as brief as possible 
thinking it my Duty to clear his Innocence nay every 
Person that is so falsly judged and truely blameless Viz* 
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when they went down to Maryland for there the Story was 
brought from M r S — d with M r W — d and two or three 
more went up Stairs and shutt the door in the house they 
put up at and S — d being gall'd in the Posteriors got one 
in the room to apply a Plaister or some tallow to the place 
affected, and this was discover'd by a curious Servant Maid 
in the house that was peeping through the keyhole and one 
of a prostituted Character and Impudent to the last degree, 
who some days after their departure from thence told this 
to some of M r W — ds Enemies and so cook'd up the 
story you have heard, and this relation was given by some 
Gentlemen of our town that went down to Maryland that 
have no opinion of his sincerity, and can assure meets with 
no Credit here as being an open scandalous way of using a 
Person of his profession, I thought I would just mention 
the thing to you as it realy is, that you might not be apt to 
Imbibe any prejudiced Notions against him and may ven- 
ture to say with the Prophet of old on some misrepresenta- 
tions of the Servants of God " their tongues are sett on fire 
with Hell and the Poison of Asps is on their Lips &c." and 
thought it my Duty to say thus much because Love con- 
strains me to defend him nor would I have you imagine 
that it proceeds from any prejudice or bigotted notions in 
favour of him for I hope if I know my heart I shall follow 
no one but what follows the Lord Jesus X' in sincerity and 
in truth, but lett us only enquire into Sacred "Writ and see 
how Christ himself and Apostles were vilified and what 
althose were to expect that woud follow the Lamb and His, 
which with regard to M r W — d is so well express'd in the 
inclosed Pamphlett which I send for your Perusal that I 
need not say any more on this head. 

And now what shall I say concerning all this, that some- 
times I am alternately o'erwhelm'd with grief and Joy, 
with grief to see so sincere and young a Son of Levi so 
much abused, with Joy when I reflect for what cause he 
suffers and that his Master was worst used before him to 
whom I pray that we may be guided out of all Error and 
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led into all truth, and not hastily nor wantonly speak evil 
of those things we know not, but having one single unto 
X* Jesus and watching and looking for the Mark of the 
Prize of our high calling D r M r Watson follow on your 
resolution in searching the Scriptures for there's the hidden 
treasure and no doubt God will bless them to you, keep 
close to our Glorious Emanuel, be not ashamed of your 
Glory, labour more and more after an intimate Union with 
and feeling Possession of your God, till we arrive at this 
we are but shadows of Xtians and remember we have the 
Sons Anek to grapple with, the strong Man armed has 
taken possession of our Hearts and nothing but the Love of 
God can give us victory over them and now after this short 
exhortation to you pray that I may not at last be a Cast- 
away nor found wanting in the ballance of the Sanctuary. 
And now after presenting my kind respects to M rs "Watson 
I shall only assure that I am with much Esteem D 1 Sir 
Your obliged Fr d & hum 9 Serv' 

R. Hockley. 

(To be continued.) 



